
Hilsea lido Portsmouth.


Despite being my main attraction for road trip five this swim almost never happened.  It 
really was down to the wire as a result of my careless last minute change of plans.


After Banbury we passed by Stonehenge around 9.00am and with my slot at Hilsea for 
1.00pm I didn't want to be sitting around for hours like we did at Portishead so I decided 
to kill time with a drive through The Cheddar Gorge and past Glastonbury Tor.


That was the easy bit, it was the hold ups around Sailsbury and the endless miles of 
50mph roadworks on the M27 heading back to Portsmouth that threw a spanner in the 
works. 


We finally arrived at Hilsea around 1.20pm.  However the staff were great and said I would 
be okay till about 1.50pm so it was a quick struggle into the wetsuit and in.


Hilsea lido is a massive unheated lido run by an independent trust with the blue lagoon 
cafe and a kiddies water park type thing close by.


I love long pools and 
this was right up my 
alley.  The ends were 
shallow and the middle 
crossed the deepest 
outdoor diving pit in the 
UK.  They even had a 
diving board too and 
the painted murals on 
the walls were a very 
nice touch to the facility.




I really enjoyed ploughing up and down the 
seasonal Hilsea lido and would certainly 
recommend it to other swimmers.


