
Guildenburg Water, Whittlesey. Open Water Swimming
By Paul Chapman.

For those of you who fancy trying something a little different and more challenging I can 
highly recommend a visit to The Guildenburg Water on the outskirts of Whittlesey.

Known locally as "The Guildy" it is a 
former blue clay brick pit that was 
flooded by the London Brick 
company in 1934 and I used to swim 
there as a teenager, before it was 
adopted and turned into what is now 
a popular national scuba diving and 
open water swimming venue.

To swim there costs £7.00 per session and 
they are open all year round but you have to 
fill out a registration form and sign a 
disclaimer.

The course is mapped out by buoys and 
covers 400metre around the lake's 
circumference and the lake itself is clean, 



clear, pure and very deep.  If I was to hazard a guess I would say 80 feet in places and some 
people may feel a little out of their comfort zone in this type of environment.

Wetsuit (available to hire) or costume, it's your choice (depending on temperature), but a 
wetsuit and/or tow float will provide buoyancy in the deep water, although personally I didn't 
bother with either and just wore trunks and a hat with the surface temperature around 16 
degrees celsius.

The showers and changing facilities are adequate and as I said for anyone wishing to try 
something a little different this is the place to go.

http://www.gildenburgh.com/gildenburgh-water/outdoor-swimming/
To register go online but if you don’t have an email address, call Gildenburgh Water on 
01733 351288.

It is essential you read their website information before attempting this swim destination.

http://www.gildenburgh.com/gildenburgh-water/outdoor-swimming/

