
Road Trip 9, Brightlingsea lido Essex & Beccles lido Suffolk. 

Brightlingsea lido Essex. 

We left Peterborough around 4.30am for road trip nine and our first stop of the day 
was for a 7.30am pre-booked lane swimming slot at Brightlingsea lido in Essex. 

As usual I made sure we arrived early, and at that time of day parking was easy, free, 
and on the street right outside the door. 
To the left of the facility is a nice boating lake and a very short walk down the path 
to the right takes you to the rows of beach huts on the front with nice views of the 
marina, along the estuary and out to sea.  

The main pool is 50m 
long and unheated. It 
starts shallow then 
becomes deeper with a 
bend at one end. For 
me at this time of year 
it was definitely 
wetsuit territory but I 
stood out like a sore 
thumb being the only 
person wearing one. 
Everything about the 
place was amazing and 
immaculately clean. 

There is a lovely little 
cafe with a seating area 
too. To swim there cost 
me a very reasonable 
£4.35 and slots are 
bookable online via their 
website. 
Brightlingsea lido was 
without a doubt one of 
the best I've visited and 
I would very highly 
recommend it to other 
swimmers. 



Beccles lido Suffolk. 

Next up on road trip 9 was a 12.00pm lane 
swim slot at Beccles lido, a 33m heated pool 
in Suffolk. Like Brightlingsea lido, Beccles 
lido was in nice surroundings with the river 
Waveney and a boat hire/ferry business in 
very close proximity. 
To swim there only cost me £3.50 and 
£2.00 for a spectator. Slots are bookable 
on their website. 

There is a pay and display public car park 
nearby but blue badge holders can park in 
designated spaces at the lido inside their 
barrier. To gain access you have to 
communicate with them through an 
intercom system on arrival. 
Again everything about Beccles lido was 
immaculate and the tank was absolutely 
spotless. There was also an added bonus of 

a diving board 
which is about as 
rare as hen's 
teeth these days 
in a lido. As it 
was a lane 
swimming session 
I never got to 
have a go.  

I thoroughly 
enjoyed my swim 
at Beccles lido, 
swimming there 
reminded me of 

being in the old Whittlesey lido in the early 70's before they took all the boards 
away and finally converted it into the Manor leisure centre's 25m indoor pool. By a 
miracle the sun decided to pay us a visit on the day too, which made it even nicer. I 
would highly recommend this facility to other swimmers.


