
Road trip 8, Northcroft Leisure Centre Lido, Newbury, Hinksey Outdoor Pool 
Oxford & Wycombe Rye Lido, High Wycombe. August 2021. 

Northcroft Leisure Centre Lido, Newbury. 

After notification that The John West Great East Swim at Alton Water (which I had 
entered) had been cancelled again and rolled over to next June I've had to alter my plans 
and fit in a couple more end of season road trips which were planned for next year so my 
schedules don't clash. 

We set off on this 250 mile journey on 1st September at 4.00am for a 7.15am lane swim 
which I booked over the phone at Northcroft leisure centre lido in Newbury.  

We arrived in good time and easily got a parking spot in the large onsite car park, with the 
first three hours free. However you must display a ticket. 

At first glance you are faced with what looks like a modern leisure centre and you wouldn't 
expect to find a lido there but in reality after a short trip through the building you are face 
to face with one of the longest freshwater Lido's in the country. At 72m (to the best of my 
knowledge) it is only surpassed in length by Jesus Green and Tooting Bec lidos. 
To swim in the heated pool which felt around 25°cost a very reasonable £4.20 and I really 
enjoy swimming in these longer pools.  



I would highly recommend a visit there to other swimmers but after this season I would just 
check first to make sure it's open as I read somewhere online that there is an ongoing 
council consultation with regards to rebuilding the old lido due to a problem of some kind 
with the surrounding ground affecting the structure of the tank. 

Nothing is certain however and several options are on the table depending feedback so as I 
said, just check to make sure. 

Hinksey Outdoor Pool, Oxford. 

After a short drive from Newbury we arrived at Hinksey outdoor pool in Oxford with loads 
of time to spare for my 10.00am lane swim slot (I had pre-booked using the Fusion app). 
After reading the lido guide I made sure I got there early because they strongly 
recommended travelling by public transport as opposed to car due to the very limited access 
for parking around the facility.   

It quickly became apparent why they suggested this and although I considered myself very 
lucky to get a spot right next to the pool, getting to it following the sat nav's route was tight 
and I was unsure as to whether or not I should have parked where I did. I was almost 
clipping wing mirrors with the cars parked all the way along both sides of the very narrow 



street leading to the lido and getting out again was even worse. At one stage we were unable 
to move because of a complete jam involving a transit pick up and two large four by fours, so 
maybe if you plan to visit by car, the Oxford park and ride might be a better way forward. 



However don't under any circumstances let any of this put you off going as Hinksey outdoor 
pool is a fantastic place to visit. It's run by Fusion leisure, the staff are incredibly helpful 
and swimming in a figure eight pool was a new experience for me. It cost me £8.00 to swim 
there and as I was early they kindly allowed me to join the session that was already in 
progress. 

Everything about the place was immaculate and being a member of the Historic pools of 
Britain it ticked all the boxes for me. It's well up there with the best I've visited and I can 
highly recommend this fantastic facility to other swimmers. 

Wycombe Rye lido, High Wycombe. 

Last up for this road trip and also a member of the Historic pools of Britain was another 
facility run by Fusion Leisure, Wycombe Rye lido, situated on the edge of a large park in High 
Wycombe. 

It was about a 45 min drive from Hinksey outdoor pool and again we arrived with ample time 
to spare before my 12.00pm slot (again booked using the Fusion app).  

This time parking was easy and only cost a quid for three hours. This was payable by coin at 
the machine, something that is getting rarer these days. 

I booked into a general swim session at this venue as they said they had a couple of lanes in 
as well, and again they kindly let me join the ongoing session which wasn't busy and I had the 
lane to myself. 



Wycombe Rye lido was another fantastic facility located in a nice setting (to be fair all of 
Fusions facilities that I have visited are) and it is heated and open all year round. It felt 
about 26° and to swim there cost me £8.00.I would definitely recommend a visit to other 
swimmers.


